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Recognised certificates for sailing under the Swiss flag

1. Seagoing vessels

For the unlimited operation of a Swiss yacht, each skipper requires a valid Swiss Certificate for Mari-
time Navigation in the correct category (power or sail) or an equivalent foreign certificate of competence 
that is valid (see Art. 19 of the Yachts Ordinance; SR 747.321.7).

Please note: no certificate is required to register a Swiss yacht with the SMNO, see also the General 
provisions for Swiss seagoing yachts.

As a rule, the SMNO recognises the following foreign certificates of competence in the respective cat-
egory for the unrestricted operation of a Swiss yacht as equivalent within the meaning of Art. 19 of the 
Yachts Ordinance: 

A-Austria: Befähigungsausweis für weltweite Fahrt
G-Germany: Sporthochseeschifferschein (SHS) und Sportseeschifferschein (SSS)
F-France: Permis plaisance (extension Hauturière; for motor yachts only)
I-Italy: Patente Nautica Categorie A and B (senza alcun limite)
UK-United Kingdom: RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Offshore and Ocean
PL-Poland: Patent kapitana jachtowego
SE-Sweden Yachtmaster Offshore in combination with Yachtman’s Diploma 3
IYT-International IYT Master of Yachts Unlimited 200 Tons and IYT Master of Yachts 

Limited 200 Tons Sail

Furthermore, all valid certificates of proficiency in accordance with the provisions of the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers1 for deck officers 
and masters on watch issued for commercial shipping are also recognised. 

Other foreign certificates may be recognised by the SMNO upon request after individual exam-
ination. Applicants must provide evidence that the formal and substantive requirements for obtaining 
the foreign certificate are equivalent to those for obtaining a Swiss Certificate for Maritime Navigation. 

An International Certificate for Operators of Pleasure Craft (ICC) does not entitle the holder to 
operate a Swiss yacht at sea, as the certificate is not equivalent. 

2. Swiss yachts in coastal waters

An ICC in the respective category (coastal with power or sail) is required by every skipper of a Swiss 
yacht in order to operate in coastal waters as per UNECE resolution no. 40, and provided that the 
applicable law recognises this certificate as sufficient and does not require any further qualifications. 
The following foreign certificates for coastal or near-coastal navigation are equivalent to an ICC: 

A: Befähigungsausweise für Küstenfahrt und für küstennahe Fahrt
G: Sportküstenschifferschein (SKS) 
F: Permis plaisance (extension côtière; for motorboats only, and only within 6 nautical miles from 

the coast)

1 SR 0.747.341.2; Englisch: International Convention on the Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeep-
ing for Seafarers (STCW Convention)
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I: Patente Nautica Categorie A and B (dodici miglia)
UK: RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Coastal and RYA Day Skipper

Other foreign certificates may be recognised by the SMNO upon request after individual exam-
ination. Applicants must provide evidence that the formal and substantive requirements for obtaining 
the foreign certificate are equivalent to those for obtaining an ICC. 

3. Coastal boats

To operate a Swiss coastal boat, each skipper requires a certificate of competence, which must as a 
minimum correspond to the relevant qualifications for Swiss inland waters. Additional requirements will 
depend on the local law of the foreign waters being visited. 


